October 2010

LINDEN HiLL HAPPENINGS [}

Mary E. Bradley, Ed.D., Principal

Principal’s Message

We are off to a wonderful start to the 2010 — 2011
school year at Linden Hill! It seems hard to believe
that so much time has passed since that first day
when we gathered as a community in the
multipurpose room and pledged to act in a “safe
and friendly way” and to do our best throughout
the year.

The children have settled comfortably into the
school routine. We thank you for participating in
our Welcome Back Social and for all of your
support in making the start of school such a
pleasant one.

Latest Enroliment/Staffing Information

We have continued to grow... At present we have
an enrollment of 787 students and an instructional
staff of 47. In addition to our 33 classroom
teachers, Related Arts staff and interventionists,
we are fortunate to have the services of a full time
nurse and student advisor. At the present, we have
6 kindergartens, 6- 1st, 6- 2nd, 6- 3rd, 5 -4th, and
4- 5th grade classes.

Back to School Open House

Thank you to all who were able to attend our Open
House on Sept. 22. We hope that you found the
information shared helpful and that you had the
opportunity to explore your child’s learning
environment. You may continue to access
information relative to your child’s school
experience  through  our school website
www.redclay.k12.de.us !

Upcoming... Parent Volunteer Training

If you would like to volunteer in the classroom and
work with children, we ask that you participate in
our Parent Volunteer Training class. This class will
be offered twice - October 5 at 6:00pm and
October 6 at 9:30 am. Look for additional
information via teacher’s newsletters regarding
this training.

A Few Reminders...

Our school day begins at 8:50. If you are
transporting your child via car, please keep them

with you in your vehicle until staff arrives. Also, if
you arrive and the front doors are closed, you will
need to come in with your child to get a late slip.
Thanks to all who are abiding by the terms of the
car rider line agreement. It is very important to
keep your blue sign visible as you navigate the car
line. If staff does not see your sign, they will ask
you to park and walk to drop off or retrieve your
child.

Please know that the shuttle bus option is still
available to those car rider families eligible for bus
transportation. If you would like to take advantage
of this opportunity, please call the Linden Hill
Elementary office at 454-3406.

Vacations... At Linden Hill, we are very protective
of instructional time. We try to minimize
interruptions to classes as well as start and end the
school day on time. In an effort to provide your
child with the optimal opportunity to be successful,
it is critical that s/he comes to school every day.
We ask families to schedule vacations during our
vacation windows or during the summer break.
You may access information regarding the times
when school is not in session on our website, the
district website, and/or through the calendars that
have been sent home. We ask that you consult
these resources when planning trips,
appointments, etc. Should a vacation be
unavoidable, please know that any school
assignments will need to be made up upon your
child’s return to school and will not be sent home
in advance. In addition, should you need to pick
your child up early, please send in a note and plan
to pick your child up by 2:45. We thank you in
advance for your assistance with this request.

Thank vyou, once again, for your support,
cooperation and partnership in starting the 2010-
2011 school year. We look forward to working
with you and your children and to an outstanding
school year.

Sincerely,
Mary E. Bradley, Ed. D., Principal
Deborah M. Brady, Assistant Principal




Dates to Remember

Oct 1 (Fri) Pride Day and WALKATHON!

Oct 5 (Tues)  Picture Day

Oct 7 (Thurs) PTA Meeting — 7PM - Library
Purchase / Pick-up Acme Gift Cards
& Guest Speaker

Oct 5 (Tues)  Volunteer Training — 6pm

Location to be announced
Oct 6 (Wed) Volunteer Training — 9:30am-Cafeteria
Oct 8 (Fri) NO SCHOOL - IN-SERVICE DAY

Oct 14 (Thurs) Early Dismissal — 1PM

Oct 15 (Fri) Early Dismissal — 1PM

Oct 19 (Tues) Purchase / Pick up Acme Gift Cards!
4PM-6PM - Lobby

Oct 20 (Wed) School Board Meeting — 7:30PM
Brandywine Springs

Oct 21 (Thurs) School Store

Oct 28 (Thurs) Delaware Symphony Orchestra Field
Trip— 4th & 5th Grades

Oct 28 (Thurs) School Store

Nov 4 (Thurs) PTA Meeting — 7PM - Library

Nov 5 (Fri) Pride Day

Nov 5 (Fri) 5th Grade Dance

Nov 9 (Tues) Picture Retakes

Special Thanks To:

e Jackie Schaus and all the committee volunteers
& their children (Graham, Temeng, Bernart, Pisklak,
Malick, Noonan, Hughes, Creswell, Jackson) at
Welcome Social who helped assemble & put up
canopies, move & set up tables, man the pretzel &
lemonade stations, helped out at Membership &
Spirit Wear tables and helped clean up. We had a
huge turnout and it was great fun for alll

%ﬂﬁv

e Grace Logemann for organizing and Dr. Bradley,

Mrs. Brady and all the LH Staff who took orders and

worked the stations at McPrincipal’s

night — another huge success and

tons of fun for the families.
Thanks to you.

(I April 7, 2011
/ J

e Stephanie Barry — for organizing such wonderful
programs for the kids this year! I'm positive the
4th & 5th Graders are going to have a fantastic
time at the Explorer Concert by DSO on October
28th!

e Karen Brakeley, Amy Malick, Kristin Armstrong &
Angie Melasecca for organizing and putting
together another wonderful Staff Breakfast! What
a wonderful way to show our LH Staff how much
we all appreciate them!

¢ Jackie Schaus for stepping up and facilitating our
first PTA meeting of the year — you did a fantastic
job relaying all the vital information to everyone
there and kept the meeting moving right along.

e Cami Pisklak for creating a wonderful new PTA
website — the new site is very user-friendly and
informative. It has everything PTA related right at
your fingertips!

@

2010-11 PTA Meeting Dates:

We generally meet on the first Thursday
of each month — the exception is noted
below with an asterisk. The meetings take
place at 7pm in the Linden Hill library —
and usually last no longer than 1 to 1 %
hours. Hope to see you there!

October 7, 2010 November 4, 2010
December 2,2010 January 6, 2011
February 3, 2011 March 3, 2011

*May 19, 2011

Volunteer Training is required if you wish to
volunteer in a classroom(s) working with
students (eg. helpers in the art room, music
room, library and nurse’s office). Home Room
parents are also asked to take the class. If
you’ve attended the class in the past, just sign
a form stating when you attended (Forms will
be coming home soon!). The following do NOT
require attending this class — field trip
chaperones, volunteers for book fair, school
store, picture day, carnival, walk-a-thon and
class party helpers.

Oct. 5 at 6:00pm and Oct. 6 at 9:30 am
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PTA Vacancy for 2010-2011 School Year
President Needed!

We need your help! We are currently without a leader
this year — unfortunately no one stepped forward to fill
the President’s position. No organization can run very
efficient or very long without someone leading the way.
Please consider taking on this very vital roll — there are

many people within the PTA willing to
We Need
Youl!

assist with the transition. The Linden Hill
PTA can do fantastic things for our
children but we need YOU to make
it happen! Come join us today!

Website

Update your calendar with all the latest PTA and
School dates by visiting the new Linden Hill PTA
Website - www.lindenhillpta.org (you can also
access the website through the link on the school’s
website). The website has the master PTA
calendar — along with many school and district
events- forms, newsletters, meeting minutes and

much, much more!
E -

-

Cami Pisklak

School Store

The Cub City School Store will be open for business
on October 21st and 28th. Shopping dates are
scheduled by classroom and an order form will be
sent home with each student at the beginning of the
week that he/she is scheduled to attend. Having
the forms filled out prior to shopping is a big help to
the school volunteers. We have some great
volunteers and we are excited to bring this fun
event to the students at Linden Hill! @

S

Tammy Jackson
School Store Committee

Staff Luncheon
We would like to thank the PTA families for
providing a yummy welcome breakfast for the
staff. Our fifth graders will be providing a Spooky
Spectacular luncheon on October
20th. Please keep an eye out for the
flyer as it gets closer to the date.
Thank you.

Karen Brakeley, Amy Malick,
Angie Melasecca, and Kristin
Armstrong

Post Office

o

The post office should be up and
running the first week in October.
Melanie Kenney

Deanne Foth

Post Office Committee

Contact Information

Dr. Mary E Bradley, Principal 454-3406
Debra Brady, Assistant Principal 454-3406
Red Clay Transportation 322-0251
2010-2011 PTA Officers

President VACANT

Jackie Schaus, Vice President
Kim Fetrow, Vice President
Laura Beth Taylor, Vice President
Renee Paoli, Treasurer

Nikki Graham, Secretary

Yearbook

Please email me if you have pictures for the
yearbook. Get your cameras ready for the Annual
Walkathon and Storybook Character Day this
month! Thank you!

Karen Brakeley

Time to “Fall Back”

as Daylight Saving Time Ends

Don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour on
Sunday, November, 7' 2010. Also, this is a great
time to check / change the batteries in your in
your smoke detectors and carbon
monoxide detectors.
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Recycling Effort Needs Your Help!

We appreciate your help from home! Please
consider contributing your paper recyclables (you
can even send in some with your student to put
into the recycle bin in the classroom!) — Items that

Abitibi accepts:
paper/spiral notebooks (no need to

remove the spiral but please E

remove front and back hardcover)/theme books
(white paper, construction paper, etc)

e Junk/other mail/weekly advertisement circulars
(envelopes with “windows” are accepted too!) —

no need to remove the staples!
(Please - NO cardboard, phonebooks, plastic, glass, metals, or
trash G also, if the bin is full, please do not leave contributions
dzy G A GKS o0AY
neighborhood!)

e Newspapers/TV guides
e Magazines/shopping catalogs
e Office/school papers/folders/poster

Product Incentives...

We will no longer be collecting Acme receipts as
this program has been discontinued. However, we
continue to welcome receipts from Zingo's, and we
hope you will consider participating in the Acme
gift card program!

From the Nurse’s Office

Parents, please remember that all students who
have EpiPens at school must have a completed
Action Plan on file in my office. These forms were
sent home previously, but if you need another
form, please call or email me.

Thank you for donations that have already been
sent to the nurse’s office, they are truly
appreciated. | am still in need of handsoap for the

children. e+
Ms. Muffley w
jodi.muffley@redclay.k12.de.us @ ot
Phone: 454-3429 <N

Fax: 454-3549 57}

|
-

School Spirit Wear Committee
Time to start gearing up for cooler
weather! We have LHE hoodies
available for kids and adults — be sure to

order yours today! Thanks to all our families who

joined us for the Welcome Social and purchased their
Spirit Wear — we sold out of a lot of items but | will be
replenishing stock soon! | would just like to say a big
THANK YOU to Harolyn, Cami, Cathleen, Melanie and
Tammy for all their help at the Welcome Social - WOW

Kl & want kfter Ser LIG A whata grewd ye 9692' giThank you ladies for pitching in

and helping out with Spirit Wear! We are adding 2 new
items to our Spirit Wear Collection!! You can now
purchase Youth Baseball Caps or Youth Visors for just
$11.00 each. Baseball caps will be Royal Blue with LHE
embroidered in Gold on the front. Visors will be Gold
with a small Paw Print & LHE embroidered in Blue on
the front. | have placed an initial order for a small
supply of each and the items have been added to our
order form. Order yours today! Be on the look-out for
samples of each coming soon in our display case! Order
forms for Spirit Wear are available on the LHE PTA
Website — www.lindenhillpta.org under “Spirit Wear”.
Don’t forget Pride Day is the 1** Friday of the Month.

YA

Kim Fetrow, Spirit Wear Committee .o ‘.
'Y 2%
00.‘

K )

Remi nder é.

NO SCHOOL!
Teacher In-Service Day i Friday, October 8™
Early Dismissal!

Thursday, October 14™ i 1PM Dismissal

Friday, October 15" i 1PM Dismissal

. ReRe midreder é.

Re mi ndé.rRe Riemd enrdée.rRe mi 1
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UULOL Hhealrer

Mark your calendars NOW! At the October 7,
2010, 7:00PM PTA Meeting, our very own Mrs.
Cox — LHE Gym Teacher — will give a summary on
behalf of the Playground Committee of the new
games that are painted on the front parking lot.
We will gather out in the parking lot so Mrs. Cox
can show us each game and explain how they are
played.

Red Clay Consolidated School District Choice
Open House Dates for Middle Schools
9 Al Middle School - Monday,
December 13th (6-8pm)
i Brandywine Springs School - Tuesday,
November 30th (6-8pm)
1 H.B. Middle School - Wednesday,
December 8th (6-8pm)
9 Stanton Middle School - Monday,
December 20th (6-8pm)
9 Skyline Middle School - Monday,
December 6th (6-8pm)

Library Volunteers

Volunteers interested in assisting in the Library
can contact Nikki Graham. Please include your
child's library time (or the time you wish to
volunteer) in the email.

If you have notattended the

Volunteer Workshop in previous ]

years mark your calendars to attend

in October. It is a requirement to ”V
work in the Library with your “&
readers. 4
Nikki Graham

Don't forget Target's "Take Charge for
Education" incentive program! This program
offers our school a percentage of Target credit
card sales when you designate Linden Hill as a
recipient. The new Target will be opening at the
Christiana Mall this October!

The truth about Head Lice
Head lice are small parasitic
insects that live among human
hairs. They are not dangerous
and do not spread diseases, but
they are annoying!! The most common symptom of
lice is head scratching. This may start right away or
won’t be seen for a delayed period of time,
depending on how sensitive the scalp is to the lice.
Lice are transmitted through close contact of
personal items such as hats, hairbrushes and head
to head contact. They do not jump or fly!!l Pets can
neither catch nor transmit lice.

Nits are eggs that lice lay on the hair shaft close to
the skin’s surface. Nits do look like dandruff, but
they cannot be removed by shaking or brushing the
hair. Lice eggs hatch in 1-2 weeks after they are
laid. Please know that the State of Delaware DOES
NOT exclude children from school with nits,
however, they are excluded with live lice. They may
return following the proper treatment.

Lice are treated with a medicated shampoo that
can be purchased over the counter at any drug
store. It is very important to follow the directions
on the shampoo to ensure successful results. To
remove the nits, use a fine-tooth comb on the
child’s hair for 2 weeks following the treatment. Nit
picking takes time and patience, but it is necessary
to remove all the nits to prevent them from
hatching and becoming live lice. It is important to
wash all bed linens and clothing in very hot water
and put them through the dryer on hot for 20mins,
put non-washable items in airtight bags for 2
weeks, soak all hair care items in rubbing alcohol or
wash in hot water, and vacuum carpets and
furniture.

Be Patient in the battle against lice!! For more
information, go to https://kidshealth.org or my
website (you can access it through the Linden Hill
Elementary website under staff) and feel free to
contact me with any questions!

Jodi Muffley
jodi.muffley@redclay.k12.de.us

Linden Hill Happenings is a monthly publication of
the Linden Hill Elementary School Parent Teacher
Association. Editor: Karyn Usher; LHE Webmaster:
Yanaka Bernal; PTA Webmaster: Cami Pisklak
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Product Incentives

Please continue to support our product incentives
program by sending in your General Mill's boxtops,
Campbell's labels, Zingo's receipts, and by
participating in Target's "Take Charge for
Education" program. We hope you will consider
participating in our new Acme gift card program.
An order form is included in this newsletter. A
collection bag for boxtops, labels and receipts has
been sent home. Donations can be sent in with
your child or dropped off at the office. Thank you
for your participation!

Jackie Schaus

Help Wanted
Our Linden Hill Theater
committee is in need of a co-chair.
Responsibilities include attending school
programs (concerts, shows) to help with
sound and lighting. Training will be
provided. Please contact Siobian Hicks if you
are interested in learning more.

BOOK FAIR

This year's Scholastic Book
Fair is fast approaching!!!
The theme for this year's fair
is "Here's to Our Heroes!
Reading Saves the Day!" The annual

book fair will set up on Friday November 12th
immediately following student dismissal. The
students will participate in the book fair during
their regularly scheduled library time during the
week of Monday November 15th through Friday
November 19th. To make our fair as family friendly
as possible we will also be holding two family
nights when parents/grandparents and guardians
can come out and shop as well. Our family nights
will be Tuesday November 16th and Thursday
November 18th, both nights running from 4:30
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Always remember, books make
wonderful gifts! It takes many volunteers to make
the fair so successful. Please be on the lookout for
the volunteer flyers to come home (toward the end
of October) if you are interested in participating--
we appreciate any amount of time/effort you have
to offer.

Thank you for all my

donations. I am well
stocked with pencils, tissues and hand sanitizer. |
really appreciate all the supplies that were sent
into the library. Check my web site for monthly
reading incentives. The reading incentive program
will start in October. Reading logs can also be
printed off of my web site. Volunteers are needed
to cut bookmarks out from home. I'm looking
forward to seeing all my volunteers from last year
as well as any new volunteers.

Thanks,
Mrs. Marinelli
Library Media Specialist

Tatiana Rice and Janet Gantert
Book Fair Committee Co-Chairs

5" Grade Social ~ Beach Party !!!
Friday, November 5, 2010
7:00 pm 6 9:00 pm
Linden Hill Multi  -Purpose Room
Cost: $3.00 per student
Music o Food 6 Games

Look for permission slips coming home
soon!

Thank you !
5" Grade Activities Committee
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L et 6 S g @ { Llindgn Hili PEA -d’Hs}p us gtowchogether”
It's great to start to a great new year — only a few
ekg into thegnew school year and we already
R O C K an d R O\P:VEVe sJi'Ver 150 Yherhbers in the Linden Hill PTA! A
o big thank you to all who have joined already —
And WALK ||| :;,;}": Y., without your support our PTA would not be as
iz —— strong as it is. For the month of October, PTA
Memberghip will be running a contest. The
OﬁOtﬂ:rO@ﬁ vﬁh the highest number of enrollment
will win a pizza, soft pretzel or ice cream party
. (teacher’s choice). The contest will run through
October 31*" with the winner being announced the
first week of November. More information, along
with membership applications, will be sent home
with students in the coming weeks. If you have any

Donodt f o"r Amreudl WallkedA+ Suestions, please feel free to contact me. Show

Thon on Friday October 1st (raindate your lion pride and join the Linden Hill PTA today!
’ ’ Remember, it’s never too late to join and show

Thursday, October §t!!!!  Thanks, as  \our support for our Linden Hill
always, foyour support of our major  Community.

aowr8"ANnNu al
Pride WalkaT h o nJs

because Linden Hill ROCKS Il

fundraiser & we appreciate your ShannonMarroni s «®
) LH PTA Membership Committee o & ' o
generosity! Get ready to walk, dance ¢ N

and limbod it will surely be a great day!
Thanks to all who have volunteered to
help and to the staff for your continued

RING...RING...RING....THE DIRECTORY COMMITTEE
IS LOOKING FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU!

suppor t . We o1l ke kOver the past fevy weeks the dize;tory committeel S
) has sent home with students a “Directory Request

count the many donations and let you Form” for each family.

know if we were able to Roé&k- Roll If you have received the form and would like to be

| ) included in the upcoming directory, please take a
to our GOAL! Please turn in YOUI  few minutes and complete the form and return it

p|edge sheets and money by Oct'. 15 by Thursday, October 7. The Directory is in its final
Thank . stages of completion before going to print and we
anks again: want to make sure your family is represented.

Confirmation notices showing your listing will be
Lynn Correll & Barbra Creswell ~ sent home before printing. Please review this

Fundraising Committee carefully and approve or make any necessary
changes. The Linden Hill

Directory is on its way......
RING....RING...RING

; Harolyn Temeng
Michelle Hughes
\- —
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Food Drive

Volunteers are needed to coordinate and run
Linden Hill's canned food drive for the Food Bank
of Delaware, to take place in December.
Responsibilities include setting up the food drive
and collecting, counting and boxing the donations.
If you are interested or have any questions, please
contact Jackie Schaus.

Thank you!

School Programs

In September, all students were treated to a
presentation of "The Missing Piece," by the Blue
Sky Puppet Theatre. This performance focused on
bullying - how to identify it, how to handle it and
how to prevent it. This month the PTA will sponsor
a trip to the Delaware Symphony Orchestra's
performance of Rimsky-Korsakov's Scherherazade
on October 28th at the Riverfront Arts Center.
Students and parents are encouraged to visit the
DSO's website to learn more about this special
program at:
http://www.desymus.org/ExplorerConcert/Scheher
azade-Guide

More details about this trip and permission slips
will be sent home from the child's homeroom
teacher. We're thrilled to announce that Linden Hill
favorite Jonathan Sprout will return to our school
on December 7th to perform his American Heroes |
concert. Look for CD preorder forms in your child's
backpack in mid-November.

Stephanie Barry

Visitors and Volunteers

For safety and security reasons, please sign in at
the office before going to a classroom, library,
lunch room, etc. Our School Safety Plan requires
that we know of EVERY person on our campus, no
matter how frequently they visit. In case of any
emergency, we need to account for everyone’s
whereabouts. Sign in on the computer in the
office to obtain and wear a visitor’s pass. Anyone
in the building without a pass will be asked to
return to the office or leave the building. Thanks
for your cooperation!

Lost and Found....Lost and Found....
Lost and Hopefully Found!

Each year our lost and found is overflowing with
coats, jackets, sweatshirts, gloves and hats as well
as lunch boxes. If you could please write your
child’s name on these items - more of our extensive

lost items can be “found”. Thanks!

B ar

OUR COLLECTION OF LOST AND FOUND ITEMS
IS ENORMOUS!

Reflections Committee

The Reflections program is a National PTA
sponsored contest. Students participate by
creating an entry in any of the following arts areas -
literature, musical composition, photography,
dance choreography, film/video production or
visual arts. At the elementary school level, age
divisions are Kindergarten to 2nd grade, and grades
3-5.

The Reflections Program provides a chance for
students to be creative. It allows them to
experiment in the arts and to feel good about their
work. Entries are judged primarily on how well the
student has interpreted the theme and will be
judged by professionals in the arts field.

Each year the Reflections program has a theme
(this year’s theme is “Together we can...”). Right
now we are seeking ideas for the 2012-2013 school
year theme.

The theme search applications are due October
11th - the application can be found on our PTA
website at www.lindenbhillpta.org . The winning
entry will receive $100. Please send all theme
search application entries in to school with your
student in an envelope marked “PTA Reflections”.
Additional information can be found at
www.ptareflections.org .

Vincenza Pilla, Reflections Committee Chair

4
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LION PRIDE CLUBS
Hear Us Roarrroor

KICKBALL TOURNAMENT — KICK OFF

Get some exercise and have some fun. The Linden Hill “After School Kickball Tournament” is open to 31 grade
girls and boys. The kids will have fun using team building activities in this fun-filled toumament. This s a free
tournament which will be held after school from 3:45-4:45on Thursday (October 7, 21, 28, Nov 4th). Space is
limited to 48 players and permission slips are due by October 1. For more information, please contact Ms.
Cox for more information {Cheryl.Cox@redclay.k12.de.us

Recycling Club — Makes An Impact
The recycling squad at Linden Hill began six years ago with an idea presented to Ms. Bernal by two fifth grade

students. The students studied the waste issue at Linden Hill and recommended a recycling program. They
took this idea to Brian Moore, the District’s Grounds and Facilities manager at the time and the program was
funded for one year.

Since then, it has been an effort by the PTA, students, Mr. Palkovitz, and Ms. Bernal. Mr. Sudimak, school
custodian proposed the model currently used by the squad. With his guidance, Ms. Bernal was assured the
program and squad could be effective at Linden Hill.

Interested children wrote a two to three paragraph letter to Ms. Bernal explaining why they wanted to be in
the recycling club, and the letters were amazing. Each squad member has one or two rooms where they are
responsible for collecting paper from classrooms and depositing it in a larger receptacle.

Some squad members are also responsible for recycling bottles from classrooms. The bottles are collected and
bagged so that Mr. Palkovitz, Mr. Ribchisky, or Ms. Bernal can take them to a recycling center. Last year the
district used a milk supplier who collected their bottles to be recycled, and the school earned 0.02 per bottle.
This year, Mr. Palkovitz is in contact with Wawa to try to find an environmentally friendly solution to the
plastic bottles.

This club is open to 4th and 5th graders. The group meets once every six weeks or so, however the students
do their recycling job every day. Please contact Ms. Bernal (Yanaka.Bernal@redclay.k12.de.us) with questions.

TREE GROWING CLUB —All Dreams Start Small

Mr. Palkovitz and Ms. Bernal are developing this fun environmentally conscious green initiative that will be
called "The Seed Starts Here".

This club began with two students three years ago who wanted to make a positive environmental impact by
planting trees. Last year, Ms. Bernal worked with several fourth graders, now fifth graders to try and force
germinate some maple seeds to begin the project. They planted 20 seedlings and 16 survived. These plants
were raffled off at the end of the year.

The goal of this new club is to give every child at Linden Hill the opportunity to plant a tree every year they are
at Linden Hill. The trees will be started from seeds, nurtured and distributed on Arbor Day or Earth Day. This
club will begin meeting in October, please contact Ms. Bernal for more information
(Yanaka.Bernal@Redclay.k12.de.us).

GIRLS ON THE RUN - Linden Hill Chapter

Girls on the Run® is a life-changing, experiential learning programs for girls’ age eight to thirteen years old. The
programs combine training for a 3.1 mile running event with self-esteem enhancing, uplifting workouts. The
goals of the programs are to encourage positive emotional, social, mental, spiritual and physical development.
The Linden Hill Chapter of Girls on the Run is open to girls in grades 3 — 5. Please look for more information in
Spring, 2011. For more information on this life skills club, please contact Ms. Horowitz
Kelly.Horowitz@redclay.k12.de.us), Ms. M. Brady (Meghan.Brady@redclay.k12.de.us) or Ms. Ridgely
(Kristie.Ridgely@redclay.k12.de.us).
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Red Clay Consolidated School District - 2010 - 2011 School Calendar

Students
Dates Day(s) Reason Teachers Grades Days
August 6 BK-9 2
10-12 1
23-26 Mon-Thursday Staff In-service Day (No School)
30 Monday School Opens Pre-K-9
31 Tuesday School Opens 10-12
September 20 20
1-2 Wednesday - Thursday Schools in Session BK - 12
3 Friday No School
6 Monday Labor Day (No School)
October 21 20
8 Friday Staff In-service Day (No School)?
Thursday - Friday Early Dismissal for Conferences
14-15 The 3-4 year old half-day programs Elementary Schools 1:00 p.m.
will not be held on these days. Middle Schools 11:25 a.m.
November 18 17
2 Tuesday Election Day (No School)
11 Thursday Veterans Day (No School) 24
Wednesday Staff In-service Day (No School)
25-26 Thursday- Friday Thanksgiving (No School)
December 16 15
Thursday - Friday Early Dismissal for Conferences
9-10 The 3-4 year old half-day programs Elementary Schools 1:00 p.m.
will not be held on these days. Middle Schools 11:25 a.m.
22 Wednesday Staff In-service Day (No School)
23-31 Thursday- Friday Winter Vacation
January 20 20
3 Monday School Reopens
17 Monday M. L. King Day (No School)
18-21 Tuesday - Friday Early Dismissal for High School Mid - Terms
High Schools 11:25 a.m.
February 19 18
7 Monday Staff In-service Day (No School)
Thursday - Friday Early Dismissal for Conferences
17-18 The 3-4 year old half-day programs Elementary Schools 1:00 p.m.
will not be held on these days. Middle Schools 11:25 a.m.
21 Monday Presidents' Day (No School)
March 23 22
21 Monday Staff In-service Day (No School) *
April 15 15
22-29 Friday - Friday Spring Vacation
May 21 21
13 Friday Early Dismissal for Conferences
The 3-4 year old half-day programs Elementary Schools 1:00 p.m.
will not be held on these days.
30 Monday Memorial Day (No School)
June 9 6
8 Wednesday
The 3-4 year old half-day programs Last Student day
will not be held on these days.
9 Thursday Staff In-service Day 10
Friday Staff In-service Day 13
Monday Last Teacher Day 114
Tuesday Weather Contingency 15
Wednesday Weather Contingency

Al grades will meet the number of hours as required by the State.
June 14t and 15t are weather-related contingency days. In the event the district misses less than two days, the calendar will be shortened by the

appropriate number of days. Any additional days lost because of bad weather or forced closings will be made up with the cancellation of the

following staff In-service days: February 7 and March 21st. If additional days are needed, above and beyond the two weather-related contingency days and the

Staff In-service Day days listed, they will be added at the end of the school year, so the total school year for teachers does not exceed 188 days, and the student
year does not fall below 1060 student hours.
The Central School, which houses grades 6-12, will follow the middle school calendar. Conrad and Cab Calloway will follow the high school calendar.

Brandywine Springs will follow the elementary school calendar.

*in the reason column indicates that paraprofessional staff members do not report to work.

Updated: 8/12/10

Board Approved: 5/19/2010
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Linden Hill PTA
Where does your money go?

Linden Hill's PTA is a non-profit organization that works to enhance the learning
environment by the things we do and the enrichment programs we provide for
ALL of the children here at LHE. Although we must raise money for our events,
we are NOT solely a fundraising organization!

Here is where some of the money we raise goes:

Purchase all student planners for 29 - 5t grade ($1,400 annually)

purchase all student of the week books (52,000 annually)

eorganize & run a spring fun field day ($500 annually)

eorganize & run the Welcome Back Social before school starts (S600 annually)

eorganize & run a student based post office (5200 annually)

*provide at a minimum two school based assemblies each year — like author visits or
the Walnut Street Theater program ($4,000 annually)

eorganize & run the kindergarten orientation for the parents of our youngest students

eorganize & administer a Reflections creative arts program

*organize & run the annual Book Fair — bringing affordable books to our students

*provide stipends to classroom teachers, related arts, technology and the library for
the purchase of additional supplies (over $10,850 annually)

eorganize & host a monthly staff appreciation lunch for the entire staff at LHE (52,000
annually)

*organize the school picture days and publish the annual yearbook

*publish a monthly newsletter for our families

eorganize & run family activities like our annual Family Fun Carnival, cosmic bowling,
blue rocks games and TV turn off events like bingo or pizza at Grotto’s

cleanup and re-mulching of playground and all flower beds — making our school a safe
and attractive place for our students to attend (over $4,000 annually)

*provide welcome back to school packets to each family

egrandparent’s/special visitor day and portfolio party refreshments (51,063 annually)

*advertise and sell spirit wear to boost school pride

Special Projects — 2010-2011 School Year — aeration and maintenance of
playground field area and replacement of 2 broken slides on playscapes ($5,000)
and purchased cabinets and counter top for nurse’s office (5600)

Linden Hill Happenings ¢ October 2010 Page 11



Important NEW information about Assessment
Delaware Comprehensive Assessment System (DCAS)

The Delaware Comprehensive Assessment System (DCAS) is replacing Delaware Student
Testing Program (DSTP) starting in the 2010-2011 school year. DCAS is given on a
computer and results are received immediately. DCAS is an adaptive test which tailors
guestions based on student’s answers. Students will take the tests throughout the year.
The state has created different types of tests to be used. One type, called “summative”,
focuses on grade level material and provides information on how much material the
student has mastered. The other type, called “on-going”, focuses on material across
grade levels to better pinpoint a student’s academic strengths and needs.
Practice tests will be available and students will have opportunities to practice online
testing skills, such as using a mouse or keyboard and using online tools. Families can also
try the tutorial and training tests available at the state website link below. To use the
training test, a free Mozilla Firefox browser must be installed on the home computer. A
link to download Mozilla Firefox is on the website with the training test. Please be aware
that the training test is not grade-specific. Questions are grouped by elementary,
middle, and high school levels. Therefore, some questions may be easier or more
difficult based on the student’s actual grade.
In the 2010-2011 school year students will be tested in the following subjects:

A Reading- Grades 3-10 blend of summative and on- gomg taken three times per

year (fall, winter, spring) (Grade 2 will take the spring “ongoing” test only)
A Mathematics- Grades 3-10 blend of summative and on-going taken three times
per year (fall, winter, spring) (Grade 2 will take the spring “on-going” test only)

A Social Studies- Grades 4 and 7

A Science- Grades 5, 8, and 10
End of Course assessments will be field tested in high schools this year.

For more information, please visit: http://www.redclay.k12.de.us/psdcas/psdcas.shtml|
Copyright © 2009 Red Clay Consolidated School District

School Picture Day - Tuesday, October 5th

"l

Get ready to say “Cheese”!

Questions? contact Cami Pisklak
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